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Lyndon Jensen, Kathleen O'Hara : Lake Bluff, IL (PHS) (Postcard History)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lake Bluff, IL (PHS) (Postcard History): 

The shores of Lake Michigan, with towering bluffs and heavily wooded ravines, have attracted many to Lake Bluff 
during the past two centuries. The Potawatomis were the first to come, using the ravines for their tribal council 
meetings. The German and Irish came in the 1830s, drawn by the cheap land prices. The 1870s brought the 
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Methodists, who, seeing the beauty of the lake and the ravines, purchased 200 acres and formed the Lake Bluff Camp 
Meeting Association. The summer chautauqua brought thousands of visitors every year to its quaint cottages and 
hotels. It was in Lake Bluff where Frances Willard, president of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, brought 
together other temperance leaders to form the national Prohibition party, which led to the ill-fated 18th Amendment. In 
the 20th century, Lake Bluff has retained its charming cottages and tree-lined village streets. It remains today a 
picturesque and historic northern suburb of Chicago, nestled along the shores of Lake Michigan.

About the AuthorBoth Kathleen O’Hara and Lyndon Jensen are involved with the Vliet Museum of Lake Bluff 
History. 


