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Douglas Congdon-Martin : Images in Black: 150 Years of Black Collectibles  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Images in Black: 150 Years of Black Collectibles: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is an excellent reference guideBy Carolyn CrawfordEnjoying it 
still reading, as I have just began collecting and find this book most informative and helpful especially in terms of 
identifying reproductions.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fabulous Find!By V. SolingerI ordered 
this book for a friend who collects African-American items. He was thrilled with thebook and uses it for reference 
often.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Gorgeous, full-color book with a wealth of information, 
picsBy A CustomerI'd say this was a must for those interested in Black collectibles. It has everything I look for in a 
good collector's book - a wealth of full-color photos on every page, all of decent size and many even larger than one 
would expect. The variety of items represented covers the range from toys, games, books and banks to advertising, 
music, Golliwoggs, cards, flat art, household items, clocks, watches and more. There is a basic, if not overly detailed, 
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price guide and a fair amount of historical information. Unless the reader is already an expert in the history and value 
of Black collectibles, I'd say there will be plenty of new information here. It was a delight just looking through this 
one- although, as expected, some of the collectibles may be seen as offensive to contemporary eyes (or one would 
hope), representing a view of Black Americans that was taken for granted when the items were made.

From the years of slavery through the years of civil rights, images of black people have taken many forms. Some of 
these images were positive and some negative and stereotypical. Together they help us see and measure the history of 
racial attitudes in America, and make up the growing field of what is called Black Collectibles. These collectibles help 
to chronicle an important aspect of American history. Hundreds of these items are gathered together for Images in 
Black: 300 Years of Black Collectibles, and are illustrated in full color. The text helps the reader understand the 
history, and the price guide makes the volume useful for evaluating the market in black collectibles.


