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Stephen Bull : German Machine Guns of World War I: MG 08 and MG 08/15 (Weapon)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised German Machine Guns of World War I: MG 
08 and MG 08/15 (Weapon): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Gamechanger...By HMS WarspiteThe expression "game-changer" 
gets overused, but surely the use of the machine gun in the First World War rates the term. For Germany especially, 
fighting outnumbered for most of the war, the machine gun was a way to apply more firepower, in new and lethally 
effective ways, using less manpower. The standard fielded machine gun, the MG 08, and its lighter variant, the MG 
08/15, are the subject of this book by Stephen Bull."German Machine Guns of World War I" is an Osprey Weapons 
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Series book, outlining the story of the introduction of the machine gun into the German Army, ironically, through an 
American inventor. There is an extended technical discussion of its development, its teething problems as a new 
weapon, and its eventual fielding, which take up rather more than half the book. Its operational use is covered in the 
final chapters. The text is nicely supported with lots of period photographs, modern illustrations, and an excellent 
breakway diagram of its internal workings. Recommended to students of the conflict and of the weapon.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy James H. WrightExcellent reading0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Three StarsBy L. D. WilldermoodAn excellent technical manual.

World War I's defining weapon for many, Germany's MG 08 machine gun won a formidable reputation on battlefields 
from Tannenberg to the Somme, while its more mobile successor, the MG 08/15, played a central role in the 
revolutionary developments in infantry tactics that characterized the last months of the conflict. Even in the 1940s, the 
two weapons would be pressed into service with German forces fighting in a new world war. Drawing upon 
eyewitness battlefield reports, this absorbing study assesses the technical performance and combat record of these 
redoubtable and influential German machine guns, as well as their strengths and limitations in a variety of battlefield 
roles.

"In all, it is a superb book that offers not only a history of these weapons, but also how they changed warfare." - 
Modeling Madness"It’s really a must-read for anyone interested in World War One and the technological innovations 
that came from that great conflict." - IPMS"German Machin Guns of World War I is worth checking out." - Shooting 
IllustratedAbout the AuthorDr. Stephen Bull, the curator of military history and archaeology for Lancashire museums, 
also consults for the University of Oxford on WWI projects. He is the author of several Osprey titles. Johnny Shumate 
is a freelance illustrator living in Nashville, Tennessee, whose greatest influences are Angus McBride, Don Toiani, 
and Édouard Detaille. 


